8. Moral Values of Cultures

Moral values have been attributed to a culture as to a
personality. We have already noted that Mahatma Gandhi
called Western civilization materialistic and as representing
-forces of evil and darkness and the Eastern spiritual, that
Radhakrishnan said that the former was intellectual and the
latter spiritual aud that Tagore thought that the former had
singular strength of moral conduct, which was a great ins-
piration to all. We have also noted that Huntington
thought that Western civilizaiion was superior to the Eastern,
while Rene Guenon took a contrary view and that Elwin
thought that civilization was bad for the aborigines.

Hoyland, who accepts Spengler's scheme of nine cul-
tures, postulates that each is distinguished from the others
by its emphasis on one of six dynamic qualities, or Thrusts,
.as he calls them: goodness, beauty, truth, self-sacrifice, free-
dom and religion. All the thrusts are present in all the
cultures, but each thrust has a different emphasis in each
curture. For instance, the thrust of freedom has distinctive
manifestation in each of the cultures. In the Chinese cul-
ture, it is "patriarchal undisturbedness"; in the Indian, it is
the "state of mind which has conquered desire"; in the
Arabian, it is "right belief and right action relatively to the
ultimate truth"; in the classical, it is "guarantee against
tyranny" and in the Western, it is "the possession of the
means for the abundant life."1

It will thus be seen that cultures have been treated as
personalities, that each culture, consisting of individuals
sharing a culture pattern, is credited with moral character
and social behaviour, is evaluated and graded. The aggre-
gates of human beings called the Orientals, the Occidentals,

1.   Hoyland, HISTORY AS DIRECTION, p. 57-63.
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